SAIS NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 9TH, 2020
Dear SAIS members
Below, please find this week’s newsletter. The next newsletter will be sent out on Friday, 23 October 2020.

FUNDING CALLS, CONFERENCES, WEBINARS and ANNOUNCEMENTS
SAIS Immunopaedia COVID-19 Webinar – 13 October 2020
For updates on webinars, please visit: https://www.saimmunology.org.za/webinars.html

Keystone eSymposia - Tuberculosis: Science Aimed at Ending the Epidemic, December 2-4, 2020
The aim of this symposium is to mobilize the rigor, creativity and forward-momentum of scientists worldwide
to discover and develop new tools that will end the TB epidemic. A few unique features of this conference
include sessions that will explore advances across the ecosystem from early discovery through translation and
real-world application, as well as sessions that address scientific bottlenecks to be overcome in the search for
new tools to prevent, diagnose and definitively cure TB. Deadlines- Abstract Submission for Short Talk
Consideration: 29 October 29, 2020; ePoster Abstract Submission: 18 November 2020; Financial Aid
Application: 18 November 2020. For more information, please visit:
https://virtual.keystonesymposia.org/ks/live/551/page/3901?_ga=2.189821032.295815735.16013988231693782589.1601398823
Keystone eSymposia - Asthma: New Discoveries and Therapies in the Age of COVID, December 1-2, 2020 |
10:00AM EDT | 2:00PM UTC | 4:00PM CEST
This Keystone Symposia conference on asthma will highlight the most recent basic science breakthroughs in
the pathogenesis of asthma and related inflammatory airway diseases and focus on the development of new
therapeutics for asthma and related progressive respiratory disease. In addition, the program will review these
discoveries in the context of new therapeutic directions, including the context of emerging information about
COVID-19. The program has been designed to emphasize to identify, validate, and translate new disease
targets into new therapeutics. Deadlines - Abstract Submission for Short Talk Consideration: 3 November
2020; ePoster Abstract Submission: 17 November 2020; Financial Aid Application: 17 November 2020. For
information on registration, please visit:
https://virtual.keystonesymposia.org/ks/live/683/page/5783
Advanced Immunology Course - 2021, Division of Immunology, University of Cape Town
Our advanced immunology course is running for the 12th year in 2021. Our renewed programme provides
more flexibility and online content and videos, which you can cover at your own pace. We have integrated our
award winning immunopaedia content with adequate contact time with experts in the field. We begin on the
second week of Feb and complete in mid-August. The course is designed for MSc, PhD, Postdocs and clinicians
currently undertaking a research project in immunology. The course is worth 30 CPD points if you are HPCSA
registered. Begin: Second week of February 2021; End: Mid-August 2021. For more information, please visit:
http://www.immunology.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/260/files/Poster%20Advanced%20
Immunology%20course%202021.pdf
A Multi-Omics Approach to the Immune System, October 19-23, 2020, Virtual Meeting
Covering topics such as immune response to infection, cancer, new technologies and autoimmunity and
regulatory networks, this meeting will bring together brilliant minds in the fields who understand the
challenges and opportunities. Confirmed Speakers as of July 13, 2020. For more information, please visit:
https://www.scienceasia.cn/?et_rid=17655607&et_cid=3510536
NRF Rating Call 2021 info and workshops.
Active researchers are encouraged to apply for an NRF rating. Rating is based on the quality and impact of
research outputs over the last 8 years following a peer-review process. It identifies researchers who are
leaders in their fields and gives recognition to those who constantly produce high-quality research outputs.
For more information, please visit: https://www.nrf.ac.za/rating

SAHR 2021 CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
The editors of the 2021 edition of the South African Health Review (SAHR) are currently inviting the
submission of abstracts that examine health-sector responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly from
the following perspectives: strengthening health systems; leadership and governance; resource allocation
and financing; service delivery, human resources, and medical equipment and supplies. Deadline for
abstracts: 31 October 2020. For more information, please visit: https://www.hst.org.za/media/Pages/SAHR2021-Call-for-Abstracts.aspx

PUBLICATIONS and INTERESTING READS:
Watch white blood cells swim with microscopic ‘paddles’
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/watch-white-blood-cells-swim-microscopic-paddles
Ultrapotent human antibodies protect against SARS-CoV-2 challenge via multiple mechanisms
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/09/23/science.abe3354
Inborn errors of type I IFN immunity in patients with life-threatening COVID-19
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/09/25/science.abd4570?utm_campaign=fr_sci_202009-24&et_rid=643223756&et_cid=3496477
Auto-antibodies against type I IFNs in patients with life-threatening COVID-19
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/09/23/science.abd4585
Using serology with models to clarify the trajectory of the SARS-CoV-2 emerging outbreak
https://www.cell.com/trends/immunology/fulltext/S1471-4906(20)30148-4?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
Animal models for COVID-19
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2787-6
SARS-CoV-2 vaccines in development
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2798-3
Link to research article: file:///C:/Users/heenar/Downloads/s41586-020-2798-3_reference.pdf
Kids’ Severe COVID-19 Reaction Bears Unique Immune Signature
The rare complication known as multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) differs from both
Kawasaki disease and severe adult cases of COVID-19, a study finds.
https://www.the-scientist.com/news-opinion/kids-severe-covid-19-reaction-bears-unique-immunesignature-67996
Examining breastmilk for clues in the fight against food allergies
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00362y?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bconabbott_article_2&error=cookies_not_supported&code=0645376f-a977-448c-9b7f-6b3bb4356596
Brain’s immune cells put the brakes on neurons
Microglia are the brain’s immune cells. A previously unknown role for microglia has now been uncovered:
providing negative feedback to active neurons, to help the brain process information.
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02713-7

The major genetic risk factor for severe COVID-19 is inherited from Neanderthals
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2818-3
Viral epitope profiling of COVID-19 patients reveals cross-reactivity and correlates of severity
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/09/28/science.abd4250?utm_campaign=fr_sci_202010-01&et_rid=643223756&et_cid=3505006
A Network of Macrophages Supports Mitochondrial Homeostasis in the Heart
https://www.cell.com/cell/fulltext/S0092-8674(20)31073-4
Eating a tiny bit of mom’s poop could give C-section babies an immune ‘primer’
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/10/eating-tiny-bit-mom-s-poop-could-give-c-section-babiesimmune-primer?utm_campaign=news_daily_2020-10-01&et_rid=643223756&et_cid=3505228
MAIT cell activation and dynamics associated with COVID-19 disease severity
https://immunology.sciencemag.org/content/5/51/eabe1670
Stem cells offer new glimpse at how the placenta emerges—and how the fetus-sustaining organ can fail
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/stem-cells-offer-new-glimpse-how-placenta-emerges-andhow-fetus-sustaining-organ-can?utm_campaign=news_daily_2020-1001&et_rid=643223756&et_cid=3505228
‘Provocative results’ boost hopes of antibody treatment for COVID-19
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/09/provocative-results-boost-hopes-antibody-treatment-covid19?utm_campaign=news_daily_2020-10-01&et_rid=643223756&et_cid=3505228
Nature Milestones in Vaccines
https://www.nature.com/immersive/d42859-020-000058/index.html?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=101760e21d-briefing-dy20201002&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-101760e21d-44620873
BATF3 programs CD8+ T cell memory
https://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/news-and-events/news/detail/news/memory-training-for-the-immunesystem/
Virologists who discovered hepatitis C win medicine Nobel
Harvey Alter, Michael Houghton and Charles Rice share the award for research on a virus that causes hundreds
of thousands of deaths a year.
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02763x?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=7f436c4ed0-briefing-dy20201005&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-7f436c4ed0-44620873
The HIV-1 latent reservoir is largely sensitive to circulating T cells
https://elifesciences.org/articles/57246
Can't Shed Those Extra Pounds? an Inflammatory Gene Could Be to Blame.
https://www.labroots.com/trending/immunology/18852/can-t-shed-extra-pounds-inflammatory-geneblame
Link to research article: https://www.nature.com/articles/s42255-020-00279-2

Stop the Clot: A New Antibody Treatment for Thrombosis
https://www.labroots.com/trending/immunology/18815/stop-clot-antibody-treatment-thrombosis
Link to research article: https://haematologica.org/article/view/haematol.2020.250761

JOBS AND POSITIONS:
Post-Doctoral Associate, UMass Medical School, School OF Infectious Disease, Worcester, United States
The Moormann lab studies human immunity against infectious diseases and infection-associated cancers. Our
basic immunology approach applies knowledge of immune mechanisms in order to further our understanding
of how Plasmodium falciparum malaria and Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) co-infections in children promote
immunopathology and endemic Burkitt lymphoma (eBL) tumorigenesis. For more information on the
requirements and application process, please visit: https://www.ummsjobs.com/job/5574/
MSc and PhD student position, Centre for Vaccines and Immunology, NICD

Please don't forget to send me any info you may have on funding opportunities, meetings, workshops and/or
conferences, so I can post it on the SAIS LinkedIn page. Additionally, if you are recruiting/hiring, I am more
than happy to advertise it on LinkedIn and in the newsletter.
Thank you.
Kind regards
Heena Ranchod (PhD)
Tel: +27 11 386 6461
Email: HeenaR@nicd.ac.za
Linked In: https://www.linkedin.com/in/heena-ranchod-44b96379/

